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Windsor County Restorative Justice
 Suspended Fine Program

(Sponsored by the Hartford and Springfield Community Justice Centers(
Program Overview

Many offenders with long-standing unpaid fines avoid paying and continue to accrue more. In an effort to find a solution to this problem, the Hartford and Springfield Community Justice Centers, in collaboration with the Windsor County State’s Attorney, have developed the Windsor County Suspended Fine Program.  This program holds offenders accountable for their actions and may be offered to them in court as an alternative to paying off a portion of their fine.   If they choose to accept this option and successfully complete the program, their fine is reduced.
Court Protocol
1. Offenders attend their court hearing.  They are offered the chance to participate in the Restorative Justice Suspended Fine program as an alternative to paying off a portion of their fine.  The amount of the fine reduction is determined by the State’s Attorney’s Office. If the offender agrees to participate, they are given a program information card and told to call the Hartford or Springfield Justice Center within 48 hours. 
2. The court will allow the offender 120 days to complete the suspended fine program.  If proof of program completion is provided within the 120 day period, the offender pays the reduced fine amount.  If the offender doesn’t complete the program within this time period, then he/she must pay the original fine.
Restorative Justice Program

1. Within 48 hours, the offender must call the Justice Center nearest his/her residence. 
2. During an intake either by phone or in the Justice Center office, staff will explain the program and gather offender case information.   (This intake may take place at the time of the hearing if Justice Center staff members are present in the courthouse.) A date will be scheduled for the offender to meet with the Justice Center Reparative Panel and/or Justice Center staff.
1. The offender will meet with the Reparative Panel  and/or staff to discuss:
a. What they did to get the fine

b. How the community and any victims have been affected by their actions

c. What they can do to make amends, which may include community service and how to reinstate their driver’s license
d. Life skills assessment-- changes they would like to make or need to make, which may include housing, transportation and employment assistance.
e. Pay $25.00 program fee

3. Offenders will have 90 days to complete agreed upon tasks.  Upon successful completion, offenders will receive a completion notice from the Justice Center.
4. Justice Center staff will notify the State’s Attorney and the court about successful or unsuccessful program completion.
Hartford Community Restorative Justice Center











